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Tuesday 19th May 2020

Dear Parents/carers,

I hope you had a pleasant weekend in the sunshine. Thank you for your home messages and kind 
comments. We hope this week's letter finds you well. We are in challenging times and if your child 
has experienced anything upsetting, please do let us know so we may support him/her.

Re: possible reopening of school to more pupils in June

We have as you know received further guidance and clarification from the government about 
reopening. We are trying to digest all this information and put plans into place. I have written a risk 
assessment which has been shared with staff and our Governing body for feedback.  We have a 
further meeting again tomorrow to go through our plan. It is a most anxious time allowing for pupils 
and staff to return as safely as we can as I'm sure you'll guess.  

Parents of Years Reception, One and Six have been sent a link to complete a survey. If you haven't 
already completed this, please could you do this as quickly as possible as it is vital for us to know 
this week who is definitely intending to return to school. At this stage we are not ready for reopening 
to these year groups on June 1st as there is still much to organise with staff availability and many 
health and safety questions to answer. We will of course let you know when we are ready for 
reopening to years R/1/6.

If you are a parent of children in Stibbard Nursery, you will have heard from Georgia that the Nursery 
is closed and is unable to reopen for the time being. 

We are aiming, like all schools, to have a plan which controls the spread of the virus. It isn't a plan 
that gets rid of the virus as only a vaccine will do that. I will of course let you know our school plan 

more fully but for now I can say we will be dividing the R/1/6 classes 
up into ‘bubble classes’ of about 8 children and these bubbles will 
have an adult who might not be your child’s usual teacher and they 
will likely be in a different room around the school. Equally, the 
bubbles will not mix during the day at all and to implement the 2 
metre distancing measure the classroom will look something like 
this. 



As you know it will be difficult for very young children to stay in their learning square as we will refer 
to them.  It is important you prepare your child as a return to school will look and feel very different 
and they are not coming back to what they remember as ‘normal’.  For example, they may not be with 
all their chosen friends, and they will stay with their bubble always maintaining 2 metre distancing. 
The bubbles won't mix indoors or outdoors. Toys that can't be washed every time a child plays with 
them will be put away, there can be no mixing of toys or resources. The usual, Year 6 end of term 
activities/performances and transition events to high school will not go ahead. For children who like 
routines and have anxieties, this new formal context will be especially challenging for them to adapt 
to and we will be in touch with you to support this should your child be returning. May I remind you 
that you will not be fined for non-attendance. 

You will be hearing much from the news and will know the Teaching Unions are working on behalf of 
the teaching staff and lobbying the government.  In the coming days, the NAHT (National Association 
for Head teachers), along with other unions will be attending a meeting with Public Health England 
scientists. This is an important meeting and an opportunity to present questions members have been 
asking when it comes to the scientific evidence being used to make decisions in relation to schools. 
They will include a focus on issues such as what the science tells us about child-to-child 
transmission, child-to-adult and adult-to-adult transmission, the science underpinning the decision 
to relax social distancing expectations with the youngest children and how the science informs 
decision making in relation to particularly vulnerable groups and communities.

On a lighter note, teachers are thinking about their wow book area designs and they have shared a 
wish list for resources. We hope you might have had a sort out at home and you may have some of 
these things you’d be able to donate when school opens fully. The list includes, cushions, rugs, bean 
bags, book stands, white voile, curtains and books. We cannot accept any of these just yet but would 
be grateful if you could keep hold of them for now and we will let you know when they may be brought 
into school.

It’s a very unsettling time for us all, and we know it is difficult for you to make an informed decision. 

In the meantime, if you have any questions, please do contact our school office. 

Warm regards,

Ms P Jones

Executive Headteacher of Flourish Federation


